Evaluation of metallothionein and p53 expression as potential prognostic markers for laryngeal squamous cell carcinoma.
The aim of the study was to determine the contribution of metallothionein (MT) and p53 expression in predicting laryngeal squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) recurrence. This was a retrospective study in which MT and p53 immunopositive staining in 32 laryngeal SCC paraffin-embedded sections, were correlated with clinical recurrence. Recurrence was observed in 8 cases with MT expression (42.1%) and 1 case with no expression (7.7%). Moderate and strong MT expression was associated with 14.3% and 58.3% recurrence, respectively. Recurrence was similar for both p53-negative (21.1%) and p53-positive (27.3%) groups. One third of the patients expressing both p53 and MT simultaneously had recurrence. Thus, the combined expression of p53 and MT did not improve the predictive value for recurrence compared to MT alone. MT over-expression may be an independent risk factor for laryngeal SCC recurrence.